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The proposed project would support several of these key objectives of the 2006 LRDP. The CRT project

would strengthen and expand existing research programs in computational theory and research. This

research is expected to sustain and grow the Berkeley Lab’s role as a national computing research facility.

The CRT project would enhance the Berkeley Lab’s scientific and technical base by facilitating

collaboration between LBNL and UC Berkeley on these programs.

The CRT project would also allow staff to return from its off-site facilities leased in Oakland to the main

site in order to enhance collaboration, productivity, and efficiency, and would expand capacity compared

to the existing facility as well as providing broader functionality for computing research facilities.

The location of the project site has been selected with a view to foster interaction between existing LBNL

research programs in the Building 50 and Building 70 area and the proposed facility. The location is also

close to the Berkeley Lab’s southwestern fence line to facilitate access and interaction between the project

and UC Berkeley researchers and students.

The proposed project is consistent with the objectives of the 2006 LRDP.

Consistency with LBNL 2006 Design Guidelines

In addition to the LBNL 2006 LRDP, the proposed project must also be designed consistent with

the LBNL 2006 Design Guidelines. As mentioned above, the 2006 LBNL Design Guidelines were

developed in parallel with the 2006 LRDP; therefore, certain areas of the Guidelines (i.e., population,

development, land use/zones) would be similar to the LBNL 2006 LRDP. Because, as discussed above,

the proposed project would be consistent with the population, development (i.e., height, area), land

use/zoning requirements and objectives set forth by the LBNL 2006 LRDP, the proposed project would

also be consistent with the 2006 LBNL Design Guidelines.

Specific guidelines from the LBNL Design Guidelines are provided above in Section 4.7.3, Regulatory

Considerations. The guidelines applicable to land use are separated into three main categories: Land,

Topography, and Views; Research Clusters; and Linkages. With respect to Land, Topography, and

Views, the proposed project would be designed to integrate the building massing into the hillside, thus

reducing its potential visibility. The proposed project would be partially visible from a limited area

including the Lawrence Hall of Science, where expansive urban landscape views encompass the cityscape

and San Francisco Bay in the backdrop. However, as seen from these locations, the project would largely

be screened by existing LBNL buildings and intervening vegetation. In addition, new trees would be

planted on the project site to provide further visual screening.
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The CRT project includes the use of vegetated swales and hydromodification vaults as a means for

reducing stormwater runoff.

Therefore, the proposed project would be consistent with the LBNL Design Guidelines and would not

cause a significant impact with respect to this criterion.

Mitigation Measure: No project-level mitigation measure required.
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